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World Population Pyramids and 
Demographic Transition Model



Connections to the APHG Course Guide
What you 
need to 
know…

Topic 2.3

Population 

Composition



Population Pyramids

Explain how the four population 
pyramids are different.



https://statisticalatlas.com/United-States/Overview
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Which country’s 2020 
population pyramid 
looks like the one on 
the left? 

(A) Angola 
(B) Mozambique 
(C) South Africa 
(D) Zambia 
(E) Zimbabwe 

Explain you answer 
choice.

World Population Pyramids 2020 
Bell-work Examples
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Elderly in Spain



Apartments



School in northern Spain



Plaza Mayor, Madrid



ferris wheel for children
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Where on the 
demographic 

transition model 
is Spain?



Age 
Dependency 

2018

QUESTION 
In 2050 which additional countries will be like Spain, having a high old-age dependency?



Age 
Dependency 

2050
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Japan, 1995 
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1896-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
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What is the main reason(s) 
for each of the cohorts’ 

percentages (1-4)? 
More men died during World War II 
than women, and women live 
longer than men.

Baby Boom after World War II 
ended (1945).

Echo Boom where the children 
born after World War II are not 
having children.
Declining Birth Rate

Japan, 1995 
Population: 124,483,305



Which is NOT true of Singapore’s 
2020 population pyramid? 

(A) The percentage of children below 15 is 
over 14%. 

(B) The percentage of people over the age 
of 64 is over 15% 

(C) There are the same number of people 
age 5 years of age as people 50 years of 
age. 

(D) There is a potential for a worker 
shortage in the near future. 

(E) Females on average have a higher life 
expectancy than males.Source: https://www.populationpyramid.net/
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Explain the purpose of the commercial. It is effective?
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https://www.utc.edu/asia-program/modules/index.php
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Black African
Coloured
White
Indian/Asian

South Africa's 
Ethnic Groups

55.6 Million People 
(2016)



Half of South Africans live 
below the poverty line.

That’s 27-million people
living on

R779 ($60USD)
per person per month or less

54%
Below the poverty line

















Apartheid was a system of 
institutionalized racial segregation and 
discrimination in South Africa between 
1948 to 1991…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discrimination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa


Apartheid was a system of 
institutionalized racial segregation and 
discrimination in South Africa between 
1948 to 1991…

• the segregation of public facilities and 
social events by race: European Only 
(White) and non-Europeans Only 
(Black and Coloured—Mix)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discrimination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
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Match the 2020 
Population 

Pyramids with 
the correct 

county below. 

__Cambodia 
__China 
__Costa Rica 
__Egypt 
__France 
__Ireland 
__Nicaragua 
__Qatar 
__Romania 
__Rwanda 
__Senegal 
__South Korea

1 2 3 4

5

9

6

1110 12

7 8



Cambodia The Khmer Rouge regime’s genocide of 1975-1979 lead to the death of over 1.7 million people.

China China had a one child policy from 1979 to 2015. 

Costa Rica In 2005 Costa Rica’s TFR fell below the replacement level of 2.1.

Egypt Decline in political focus on family planning has caused contraceptive use to plateau in 2003.

France Since the end of World War II France’s population growth has remained remarkable stable from year to year. It 
has the same number of 70 year old women as it does 7 year old girls. 

Ireland Since 2011 rising rents and better career opportunities abroad leads to over 12,000 young people emigrating 
annually. 

Nicaragua Since 2013 the TFR has been gradually declining.

Qatar Foreign workers account for approximately 88% of the total population. 

Romania With the end of communism Romania’s TFR has declined dramatically from its high of 3.66 in 1977 to 1.5 in 
2019.

Rwanda A genocide occurred in 1994 where over 800,000 ethnic Hutus were killed.

Senegal It has the 21st highest TFR in the world at 4.8 children,

South Korea Two decades ago there were 116.5 boys for every 100 girls. In an effort to reduce the incidence of selective 
abortions, South Korea enacted a law in 1988 making it illegal for a doctor to reveal the gender of the baby. 

Helpful Hints…
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ANSWER (C) Côte d’Ivoire













Senegal
A country on the continent of western Africa.

In depth presentation (optional)
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ANSWER (A) DR Congo



800,000 Deaths
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ANSWER (D) South Sudan
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Burma?
ANSWER (A) Myanmar
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ANSWER (C) Belize



Nicaragua - Fertility Rate 
(births per woman)
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ANSWER (E) Aruba
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Kong?

Which is the Republic of 
China?

ANSWER (D) Taiwan













Many wealthy countries like 
Canada have well developed 
social welfare systems to help 
support an aging population. 
But such a system is not well 
developed in China; that 
responsibility still falls 
primarily on younger family 
members. In fact, some 
young adults in China who 
are single children face the 
possibility of having to 
support two parents and up to 
four grandparents, a situation 
referred to as the “4-2-1 
problem.” In an attempt to 
assure that young people 
honoured this responsibility, 
the government introduced 
the “Elderly Rights Law” in 
2013, essentially making it 
illegal to ignore the old people 
in your life.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-23124345
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-23124345








More young people in China today no longer consider children to be their main priority



A decaying mural in Beijing promotes the Chinese one-child policy on October 17, 1996.



China's 2019 stamps, showing two parent pigs and three piglets, were 
interpreted by many as a way of encouraging couples to have more children
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is Qatar?

Which country is 
64-69% Shia Islam?

ANSWER (A) Iraq
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ANSWER (E) Germany
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Which country has 
a large Turkish 

population?
ANSWER (B) 

Germany



According to the latest data from Eurostat in 2016, France has the 
highest fertile rate of any European country.


The reason why France was considered to have maintained a 
healthy birth rate was down to its generous health and welfare 
system, relatively low childcare costs and high public spending 
on families.


"Although this is not the reason why they choose to have children, 
couples know that they will be able to work relatively quickly after a 
birth, and that they will not be forced to pay a very high price for 
education," said Toulemon.


"In France, it is rather couples of childbearing age who do not have 
children who are singled out," he adds.
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Romania

South Korea

Match the 2020 Population Pyramid 
with the correct county below.



11 Romania

South Korea

Match the 2020 Population Pyramid 
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Which country was part 
of the U.S.S.R?

ANSWER (B) Belarus





A group of children from a Romanian orphanage give New Year greetings to dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife on Dec. 30, 1977.





In 1989, the year the regime collapsed, the population 
reached a record 23.1 million.


Children born in the last 20 years of communism were 
nicknamed “decretei,” meaning “children of the decree.” 
Many were unwanted, especially when the Romanian 
economy was contracting in the 1970s and 1980s amid 
Ceausescu’s inept management.


In reaction, communist propaganda presented the orphanage 
as a viable alternative to the classic family. In 1970, a law 
billed as protecting minors made institutionalization easier. 
Orphanages were called “children’s houses.”
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Match the 2020 Population Pyramid 
with the correct county below.
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Which country is 
South Korea?

Where is the world’s 
largest city located?

ANSWER (E) Tokyo, Japan









https://focusongeography.org/publications/photoessays/southkorea/index.html

















도움

SOUTH KOREANS NEED MORE BABIES! 
The sound of a baby’s cry seems rare nowadays in South Korea.  

South Korea’s youth population falls to under 10 million for the first time in decades.
Source: http://www.educationkorea.net/low-birthrate-in-south-korea-cause-solutions

Help!

…I need a baby brother or sister.

Criteria for 
Population Poster 

1. The poster should reflect 
the current population 
concerns for one of the 
following: Japan, 
Singapore, South Korea, or 
Taiwan. 
2. The poster should have a 
minimum of one photo and 
text explaining the photo. 
3. The poster should be a 
pro-natal poster, meaning it 
is promoting an increase in 
the total number of births. 
4. The poster should 
include text large enough to 
read and limited in amount 
as to not overwhelm the 
reader. 
5. Provide sources and your 
name on the back of the 
poster.





How well did these examples 
follow the criteria?

Main criticism: Too much text on the first two examples.
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Match the 2020 
Population 

Pyramids with 
the correct 

county below. 

Cambodia 
China 

Costa Rica 
Egypt 
France 
Ireland 

Nicaragua 
Qatar 

Romania 
Rwanda 
Senegal 

South Korea

1 2 3 4

5

9

6

1110 12

7 8

Cambodia

China

Senegal

Costa Rica

Egypt

FranceIreland

Nicaragua Qatar

Romania

Rwanda

South Korea



Connections to the APHG Course Guide
What you 
need to 
know…

Topic 2.3

Population 

Composition DIFFERENT SCALES



Arlington, TNIron City, TN Memphis, TN

Small Village Small Town City


