
10.2

4

7
tlJ

t-

z
n

=

z
3

Urban Terror ism

It f ", 
onlr has terrorism taken on a global cast, r ' , ' i th

|  \  i r r tern i r t ional  l inkages.  i t  is  a lso apparent  thar
c i t ies have become the stage on r . r ,h ich th is  t ragic
drarna is plaved. Between 1993 and 2000 there vn'ere
more than 500 terrorist incidents in cit ies around rhe
u,orld. Even before the drarlatic terrorist attacks on
the V/orld Trade Center and the Pentirgon in 2001, on
comrnuter  t ra ins in  Madr id in  2004,  and on London
buses arrd underground trains in 2005 (Figure 10.A),
cit ies had beconre the central venues of terror.

There irre several reasons for this. First, ciries-
especia l lv  rvor ld c i t ies-have considerable svmbol ic
virlue. Thet' irre not onlv dense agglomerations of peo-
ple and l 'ruildings but svnrbols of national prestige and
mi l i tar l ' ,  po l i t ica l ,  and f inancia l  pou'er .  A b last  in  a
nronntain ro\\/n or in the countrl 'side ma1' arouse locirl
concern, bur it is generall l '  <lf l imle or no consequence
for t l.re rest of the world. Bnt an attack on Vall Street
(New York), a massacre in Piccadil ly Circus (London),
the bombing of the Eiffel Tovr,er (Paris), or poison gas

Figure 10.A Terrorist attack Railra,,ay rvorkers remove de-
bris from the wreckage of a public lrain near to Atocha train
station in Madrid, Spain, March 11,2004. Thirteen bombs on
four  packed comnruler  t ra ins k i l led 191 people and nound-
ed nrore than 1,500. The attack r,r,as attributed to the lslam-
ic  mi l i tant  group a l -Qaeda.

in a Tokvo rnetro arouses in ternat ional  a larm. Any
such event  wi l l  be instant lv  te legraphed to a larger
world and alarm a much larger audience. Second, the
assets of cit ies-denselv packed and r"' i th a great nrix
o i  industr ia l  and comn.rerc ia l  in f rast ructure-make
them rich targets. Third, cit ies have become nodes for
a vast international network of communications. This
is a re{lection of their power, but it is also a vulnera-
bil i t l ' .  A well-placed explosion can produce enormous
reverberations, parall 'ze a cit1., and spread fear and
economic dislocation. Finallr ' , \,ord gets around more
qu i ck l y ' and  soc ia l i za t i on  p roceeds  more  rap id l v  i n
densely packed environments. This kind of envrron-
nrent provides an abundant source of recruitment for
potential terKrrists.

Heterogeneous urban set t ings,  vvhi le  prov id ing
rich s1'nergies, can be a nesting ground for terrorist
organizations under certain conditions. A sense of rel-
ative deprivation often sharpens as those struggling to
get b)' come into closer proximity vvith other strug-
gling groups and with the more affluent. Beirut pro-
v ides a readv example of  how di f ferent  groups l iv ing
under condi t ions of  hopelessness and in prox imi t l  to
one another turn on one another. Similar ecologies of
terror  per \ rade Bel fast  (Northern l re land) ,  Sarajevo
(Bosn ia -Herzegov ina ) ,  Hvde rabad  ( I nd ia ) ,  Ka rach i
(Pakistan) ,  and Baghdad ( l raq) .  Rather  than d i rected
from lou'er classes upward tou'ard elites, confl ict oc-
curs betu 'een groups operat ing at  the same level -
Hindus f ight ing Musl ims in Mumbai  ( lnd ia)  or  r iva l
narco-gangs in Bogotd (Colombia) .

Statisticall l ' ,  the cit ies rvith the greatest incidence
of terrorist incidents in the eight-y'ear period between
199.1 and 2000 were Srinagar (lndia), Athens (Greece),
Sanaa ( ) 'emen),  Par is  (France) ,  Is tanbul  (Turkel ' )  and
Lirna (Peru) ,  fo l lorved c losely by Jerusalem ( lsrael ) ,
A lg ie rs  (A lge r i a )  and  Dushanbe  (Ta i i k i s tan ) .  The
largest  number of  fa ta l i t ies occurred in  Nairobi ,
Kenl 'a  (291 k i l led in  1 inc ident) ;  Colombo,  Sr i  Lanka
(108 k i l led in  3 inc idents) ;  and Jerusalem (77 k i l led in
9 incidents). Altogether, more than 250 cit ies around
the rvorld experienced one or more terrorist acts in
that  per iod.
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