
Megacities are rapidly 
increasing in countries 

of the periphery  
and semi-periphery. 
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You have 15 minutes to research any of the cities on 
the list to the right.

You will be shown 2 photos for each of the fifteen 
different megacities, and each group will be allowed to 
ask one yes or no question about the each megacity.

After all the questions have been asked you will 
discuss with your group to determine the group’s best 
answer to identifying the megacity in the photo from 
the list of megacities on the right side of the slide.



Directions: Use the list to the right to determine the best answer(s) 
for each of the fifteen pictures of megacities from the presentation.
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Name:___________________________________
Megacities Free Response Question 

A) Explain which regions of the world have the fastest growing numbers of megacities.


	 The regions are…


	 The reasons are…


B) Identify and discuss ONE economic, social, political, and environmental challenge facing today’s 
megacities.


	 a) economic


	 b) social


	 c) political


	 d) environmental


C) Discuss how megacities exhibit placelessness.


D) Discuss how megacities differentiate themselves from other megacities.
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Rules to the Game

1) Each group will be allowed to ask at least 1 yes or 
no question about the photo of the megacity. 

2) The question(s) cannot be if the photo is one of the 
cities listed on the right side of the slide. For 
example you cannot ask, “Is the city ____ (Paris) ?” 

3) The question(s) cannot be about the spelling or 
letters of a particular city. For example you cannot 
ask, “Does the city start with a “P?”
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A replica of the Eiffel Tower in a luxury real estate development in the eastern Chinese city of Hangzhou.
Credit: Johannes Eisele/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

China Moves to Halt 
‘Weird’ Architecture

China Moves to Halt ‘Weird’ Architecture
New York Times By CAO LI FEB. 22, 2016 

BEIJING — China is home to at least 10 White Houses, three Arcs de Triomphe and one 
Eiffel Tower. But 2016 might signal the end for China’s more grandiose architecture. 

A directive issued on Sunday by the State Council, China’s cabinet, and the Communist 
Party’s Central Committee says no to architecture that is “oversized, xenocentric, weird” 
and devoid of cultural tradition. Instead, buildings should be “suitable, economic, 
green and pleasing to the eye.” 

The directive also calls for an end to gated communities. 

The guidelines come two months after a high-level meeting to address some of the 
problems that have arisen as a result of China’s rapid urbanization. The last such meeting 
was in 1978, when only 18 percent of China’s population lived in towns or cities. Now, 
more than 56 percent of the country’s 1.3 billion people are urbanites.

The directive also follows President Xi Jinping’s criticism in late 2014 of “weird 
architecture.”
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Here’s all the countries on Earth with smaller populations than Greater Tokyo. 
For example, Australia (23 million) and Canada (35 million).
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Peripheral Model or Galactic Model



# Possible Answer(s)
1 Wuhan, China
2 Lagos, Nigeria
3 Tokyo, Japan
4 Mexico City, Mexico
5 Harbin, China
6 Rhine-Ruhr, Germany
7 New York City, USA
8 Sáo Paulo, Brazil
9 Moscow, Russia

10 Mumbai, India
11 Cairo, Egypt
12 Bangkok, Thailand
13 Istanbul, Turkey
14 Jakarta, Indonesia
15 Los Angeles, USA



10 Principles Defining Smart Growth

1.Mix land uses

2.Take advantage of compact building design

3.Create a range of housing opportunities and choices

4.Create walkable neighborhoods

5.Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of 

place

6.Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical 

environmental areas

7.Strengthen and direct development towards existing communities

8.Provide a variety of transportation choices

9.Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost effective

10.Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in 

development decisions



Megacities Free Response Question 
A) Explain which regions of the world have the 

fastest growing numbers of megacities.

B) Identify and discuss ONE economic, social, 

political, and environmental challenge facing 
today’s megacities.


C) Discuss how megacities exhibit placelessness.

D) Discuss how megacities differentiate 

themselves from other megacities.



Name:___________________________________
Megacities Free Response Question 

A) Explain which regions of the world have the fastest growing numbers of megacities.


	 The regions are…


	 The reasons are…


B) Identify and discuss ONE economic, social, political, and environmental challenge facing today’s 
megacities.


	 a) economic


	 b) social


	 c) political


	 d) environmental


C) Discuss how megacities exhibit placelessness.


D) Discuss how megacities differentiate themselves from other megacities.

Directions: Use the list to the right to determine the best answer(s) 
for each of the fifteen megacities from the presentation.

# Possible Answer(s)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Bangkok'
Beijing'

Buenos'Aires'
Cairo'

Chengdu'
Chongqing'

Delhi'
Dhaka'

Guangzhou'
Harbin'

Istanbul'
Jakarta'
Karachi'

Kinshasa'
Kolkata'

Kyoto?Osaka?Kobe'
Lagos'

London'
Los'Angeles'

Manila'
Mexico'City'

Moscow'
Mumbai'

New'York'City'
Paris'

Rhine?Ruhr'
Rio'de'Janeiro'

São'Paulo'
Seoul'

Shanghai'
Shenzhen'

Tehran'
Tianjin'
Tokyo'

Wuhan



A) Explain which regions of the world have the 
fastest growing numbers of megacities.

Periphery
Africa

Semi-Periphery
Asia

High Birth Rates and Low 
Death Rates 

Growing Economies from 
Primary to Secondary
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Istanbul	
Jakarta	

Karachi	
Kinshasa	
Kolkata	

Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe	
Lagos	
London	

Los	Angeles	
Manila	

Mexico	City	
Moscow	
Mumbai	

New	York	City	

Paris	
Rhine-Ruhr	

Rio	de	Janeiro	
São	Paulo	
Seoul	

Shanghai	
Shenzhen	
Tehran	
Tianjin	
Tokyo	
Wuhan

Bangkok	
Beijing	

Buenos	Aires	
Cairo	

Chengdu	
Chongqing	

Delhi	
Dhaka	

Guangzhou	
Harbin	
Istanbul	
Jakarta	

Karachi	
Kinshasa	
Kolkata	

Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe	
Lagos	
London	

Los	Angeles	
Manila	

Mexico	City	
Moscow	
Mumbai	

New	York	City	

Paris	
Rhine-Ruhr	

Rio	de	Janeiro	
São	Paulo	
Seoul	

Shanghai	
Shenzhen	
Tehran	
Tianjin	
Tokyo	
Wuhan

Megacities are rapidly increasing in countries of the periphery and semi-periphery. 
Which megacities below are in the core, periphery, or semi-periphery?



B) Identify and discuss ONE economic, social, political, 
and environmental challenge facing today’s megacities.

economic

social

political

environmental

employment, industry

housing, education

services, infrastructure

slums, pollution, sanitation



C) Discuss how megacities exhibit placelessness.


D) Discuss how megacities differentiate 
themselves from other megacities.

similar services, buildings, and problems, e.g.,
traffic congestion, pollution, homelessness, 

squatter settlements

architecture, events / celebrations / festivals
cultural / historical buildings


