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Hereʼs Why an Accurate Census
Count Is So Important
By Jim Tankersley and Emily Baumgaertner March 27, 2018

The federal government bases a large amount of its spending decisions, including on highways and low-income

programs, on census data.Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United States census is so much more than just a
head count. It is a snapshot of America that determines how congressional
seats are apportioned, how state and federal dollars are distributed, where
businesses choose to ship products and where they build new stores. To do
all that properly, the count needs to be accurate.

The Commerce Department s̓ decision to restore a citizenship question to
the census beginning in 2020 is prompting concerns about curtailing
participation and possibly undercounting people living in the United States,
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particularly immigrants and minority groups who are expressing discomfort
with answering questions from census workers.

Wilbur Ross, the commerce secretary, acknowledged concerns about
decreased response rates in a memorandum released on Monday night. But
he said asking about citizenship would enhance the results by helping
calculate the percentage of the population eligible to vote.

An undercount of the population would have far-reaching implications. It
could skew the data that are used to determine how many congressional
representatives each state gets and their representation in state legislatures
and local government bodies. It would shape how billions of dollars a year
are allocated, including for schools and hospitals. It would undermine the
integrity of a wide variety of economic data and other statistics that
businesses, researchers and policymakers depend on to make decisions,
including the numbers that underpin the forecasts for Social Security
beneficiaries.

Sign Up for On Politics With Lisa Lerer

A spotlight on the people reshaping our politics. A conversation with
voters across the country. And a guiding hand through the endless
news cycle, telling you what you really need to know.

Here are several of the commercial, political and research efforts that
depend on accurate census data:

Divvying up seats in Congress, state legislatures
and more

The Constitution requires the government to enumerate the number of
people living in the United States every 10 years, and to use that data to
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apportion the seats in Congress among the states. The calculation is based
on total resident population — which means citizens and noncitizens alike
— and it generally shifts power between the states once a decade, in line
with population and migration trends.

The calculation for determining congressional districts is based on total resident population — which means

citizens and noncitizens alike.Kiichiro Sato/Associated Press

States including Texas, Florida, Colorado and Oregon are projected to gain
seats after the 2020 numbers are in. Illinois, Ohio, New York and West
Virginia are among the states expected to lose seats. An undercount could
shift those projections.

Lawmakers also use census data to draw congressional district boundaries
within states, an often-controversial process that can help decide partisan
control of the House. Census data also underpin state legislative districts
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and local boundaries like City Councils and school boards.

Handing out federal and state dollars

The federal government bases a large amount of its spending decisions on
census data. Researchers concluded last year that in the 2015 fiscal year,
132 government programs used information from the census to determine
how to allocate more than $675 billion, much of it for programs that serve
lower-income families, including Head Start, Medicare, the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, Pell grants for college and reduced-price
school lunch programs. Highway spending is also apportioned according to
census data.

Influencing business decisions

To sell products and services, companies large and small need good
information on the location of potential customers and how much money
they might have to spend. The census provides the highest-quality and
most consistent information on such items, and businesses have come to
depend on it to make critical choices.

Census data help companies decide where to locate distribution centers to
best serve their customers, where to expand or locate new stores and
where they have the best chance of seeing a high return on investment.
That is why business groups have been particularly concerned about the
integrity of that data.

“The 2020 census is used to help construct many other data products
produced by the federal government,” said Michael R. Strain, an economist
at the American Enterprise Institute who writes frequently on the
importance of census data for policymakers and the private sector.
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“Some of those products are heavily used by businesses when determining
where to open new stores and expand operations, or even what items to put
on their shelves. This affects retail businesses, for sure, but businesses in
many other sectors as well,” he added.

Planning for various health and wellness programs

Low response rates from any one demographic group would undermine the
validity of various population-wide statistics and program planning.

Scientists use census data to understand the distribution of diseases and
health concerns such as cancer and obesity across the United States
population, including drilling down to race and ethnicity to identify health
patterns across demographics. Public health officials then use the data to
target their interventions in at-risk communities. Inaccurate census data
could lead public health officials to invest in solving a problem that does not
exist — or worse, to overlook one that does.

“It s̓ getting harder to conduct the census, due to a variety of factors,
including increasing cultural & linguistic diversity, and distrust of the
government,” said Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach, an economist who
directs the Institute for Policy Research at Northwestern University. “The
addition of the citizenship question will make the enumeratorsʼ jobs even
harder by heightening privacy concerns and reducing participation among
immigrants, who may fear the information will be used to harm them or their
families.”

Gaming out Social Security

An undercount in the census could also impact forecasts about Social
Security payouts, which are already increasing as a share of the federal
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government s̓ revenue.

When Congress plans for the costs of the country s̓ Social Security needs,
lawmakers rely upon demographic projection about the population s̓ future:
the number of children expected to be born, the number of people
expected to die, and the number of people expected to immigrate. If
baseline data regarding the current population are inaccurate, future
projections could be skewed, causing financial challenges down the line.

A version of this article appears in print on March 27, 2018, Section A,
Page 16 of the New York edition with the headline: Far-Reaching Effects Of
an Accurate Count. Order Reprints | Today s̓ Paper | Subscribe

Access more of The Times by creating a free account or logging in.
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QUIZ #1 - USA and Canada 
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QUIZ #2 - Latin America 

Bahamas

Barbados


Cuba

Dominican Republic


Haiti

Jamaica


Puerto Rico

Trinidad & Tobago


Virgin Islands


Belize

Costa Rica

El Salvador

Guatemala

Honduras


Mexico
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Panama
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Bolivia
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QUIZ #3 - Europe and Former USSR 

Albania

Andorra

Armenia

Austria


Azerbaijan

Belarus

Belgium
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Bulgaria
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Czech Republic
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Estonia
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Russia
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Vatican City (Holy See)


QUIZ #4 - Africa 
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Benin
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Burundi
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Cape Verde
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Egypt
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Liberia

Libya


Madagascar
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QUIZ #5 - Asia 

Afghanistan

Armenia


Azerbaijan

Bahrain


Bangladesh

Bhutan

Brunei


Cambodia

China


Cyprus
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India
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Saudi Arabia
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Thailand
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Turkey


Turkmenistan

United Arab Emirates (UAE)


Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Yemen
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DL Day #1



The maps show residential 
neighborhoods in the Republic of 
Singapore. Which of the following 
individuals or organizations would be 
most likely to make a decision based on 
the spatial pattern shown on the maps? 
A) A person planning to move from a 
more rural area to a more urban area 
within Singapore 
B) A business analyzing demographic 
change over time within its market area 
C) An environmental advocacy group 
seeking to protect habitats of 
vulnerable species 
D) A government agency seeking to 
promote equal opportunities across 
ethnicities 
E) A multinational corporation 
identifying a location for a new factory





1. Argen)na 
2. Armenia 
3. Australia 
4. Austria 
5. Bangladesh 
6. Belgium 
7. Brazil 
8. Bulgaria 
9. Cambodia 
10. Canada 
11. China 
12. Colombia 
13. Costa Rica 
14. Cyprus 
15. Czech Rep. 
16. Denmark 
17. Egypt 
18. Estonia 
19. Finland 
20. France 
21. Germany 
22. Greece 
23. Hong Kong 
24. Hungary 
25. India 
26. Indonesia 
27. Ireland 
28. Israel 
29. Italy 
30. Japan 
31. Kosovo 
32. Kuwait 
33. Lebanon 
34. Lithuania

35. Malaysia 
36. Mexico 
37. Montenegro 
38. Morocco 
39. Nepal 
40. Netherlands 
41. New Zealand 
42. Nigeria 
43. Norway 
44. Pakistan 
45. Paraguay 
46. Peru 
47. Philippines 
48. Poland 
49. Portugal 
50. Romania 
51. Russia 
52. Saudi Arabia 
53. Serbia 
54. Singapore 
55. Slovakia 
56. South Korea 
57. Spain 
58. Sri Lanka 
59. Sweden 
60. Taiwan 
61. Thailand 
62. Turkey 
63. UK 
64. Ukraine 
65. UAE 
66. Uruguay 
67. USA 
68. Vietnam

Locations where Avengers: Endgame was 
released in movie theaters in 2019.

Student Name:___________________________________Date:_________________ Period:_________   

DIRECTIONS: LABEL each country on the map with the number beside each location from 
the list. COLOR each country from the list on the right with the same color. Source: https://www.imdb.com

DUE 
Thursday 

Night 
10PM



Countries where the movie 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix  
was Released, 2007

List of countries: 
Argentina  
Australia  
Belgium  
Brazil  
Bulgaria  
Canada  
China  
Colombia  
Croatia  
Czech Republic  
Denmark  
Egypt  
Estonia  
Finland  
France  
Germany  
Greece  
Hungary  
Iceland  
India  
Indonesia  
Ireland  
Israel  
Italy  
Japan  
Kuwait  
Latvia  
Lithuania  
Malaysia  
Malta  
Mexico  
Netherlands  
New Zealand  
Norway  
Pakistan  
Panama  
Philippines  
Poland  
Portugal  
Romania  
Russia  
Serbia  
Singapore  
Slovakia  
Slovenia  
South Africa  
South Korea  
Spain  
Sweden  
Thailand  
Turkey  
UK  
USA  
Venezuela

Name:_____________________________________________ 

Date:________     Period:______

Source: wikianswers.com



Argentina
Australia
Bangladesh
Belgium
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
China
Colombia
Croatia
Czech Rep.
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hong Kong
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Kuwait
Lithuania
Malaysia
Mexico

Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Serbia
Singapore
Slovakia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Taiwan
Tunisia
Turkey
UK
Ukraine
Uruguay
USA
Venezuela
Vietnam

Locations where Black Panther was 
released in the theaters in 2018.

Student Name:__________________________________________ Period:___________________   

Directions: Label the correct location for each country and color (with pencil, pen, or 
color pencils) in each country from the list on the right.

Source: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1825683/releaseinfo
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1. Argen)na 
2. Armenia 
3. Australia 
4. Austria 
5. Bangladesh 
6. Belgium 
7. Brazil 
8. Bulgaria 
9. Cambodia 
10. Canada 
11. China 
12. Colombia 
13. Costa Rica 
14. Cyprus 
15. Czech Rep. 
16. Denmark 
17. Egypt 
18. Estonia 
19. Finland 
20. France 
21. Germany 
22. Greece 
23. Hong Kong 
24. Hungary 
25. India 
26. Indonesia 
27. Ireland 
28. Israel 
29. Italy 
30. Japan 
31. Kosovo 
32. Kuwait 
33. Lebanon 
34. Lithuania

35. Malaysia 
36. Mexico 
37. Montenegro 
38. Morocco 
39. Nepal 
40. Netherlands 
41. New Zealand 
42. Nigeria 
43. Norway 
44. Pakistan 
45. Paraguay 
46. Peru 
47. Philippines 
48. Poland 
49. Portugal 
50. Romania 
51. Russia 
52. Saudi Arabia 
53. Serbia 
54. Singapore 
55. Slovakia 
56. South Korea 
57. Spain 
58. Sri Lanka 
59. Sweden 
60. Taiwan 
61. Thailand 
62. Turkey 
63. UK 
64. Ukraine 
65. UAE 
66. Uruguay 
67. USA 
68. Vietnam

Locations where Avengers: Endgame was 
released in movie theaters in 2019.

Student Name:___________________________________Date:_________________ Period:_________   

DIRECTIONS: LABEL each country on the map with the number beside each location from 
the list. COLOR each country from the list on the right with the same color. Source: https://www.imdb.com

DUE 
Thursday 

Night 
10PM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVh_xzfA7xM







https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-extension-
pdf-and-do/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk?hl=en

If you do not have Kami on your Mac, you can add the extension with the link above. 
This is only for 11th and 12th grade students who have a MacBook. 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-extension-pdf-and-do/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-extension-pdf-and-do/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk?hl=en


Password: 
endgame



Avengers Endgame Map Analysis                       Student Name:                                                     Date:                 Period:                                                 

1- In which regions of the world are the majority of the 
countries found where the movie was released? 

6. What is the type of map projection used for the world map? 
What is a positive and negative for using this specific map 
projection?

2- In which regions of the world are the majority of the 
countries where the movie was NOT released?

7. Identify and explain which countries would not want Kosovo 
listed as a separate location where the movie was released.

3- With high levels of poverty in India, why do you think the 
movie would be released in this country? 

8. Identify and explain which countries would not want Taiwan 
listed as a separate location where the movie was released.

4- Explain ONE factor that would help determine why the movie 
would be released in a particular country / region. Use examples 
from the map in your explanations. 

9. Explain why Hong Kong would be listed separately from China 
as a location where the movie was released.

5- Explain ONE factor that would help determine why the movie 
would not be released in a particular country / region. Use 
examples from the map in your explanations. 

10. Summarize the patterns observed on the completed map.

Page 11 in Textbook

Page 259 in Textbook

Page 273 in Textbook

Page 282 in Textbook
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3. Australia 
4. Austria 
5. Bangladesh 
6. Belgium 
7. Brazil 
8. Bulgaria 
9. Cambodia 
10. Canada 
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12. Colombia 
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19. Finland 
20. France 
21. Germany 
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24. Hungary 
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27. Ireland 
28. Israel 
29. Italy 
30. Japan 
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32. Kuwait 
33. Lebanon 
34. Lithuania

35. Malaysia 
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Locations where Avengers: Endgame was 
released in movie theaters in 2019.

Student Name:___________________________________Date:_________________ Period:_________   

DIRECTIONS: LABEL each country on the map with the number beside each location from 
the list. COLOR each country from the list on the right with the same color. Source: https://www.imdb.com



Absolute 
Location 

Notes



•Absolute: the specific coordinates (latitude 
and longitude) for a location, e.g., 35ºN 
and 75ºW

•Relative: the location of a place in relation 
to another place, e.g., the school is two 
blocks west of the Walgreens.

Location





Lines Latitude Longitude
Named

Direction

Appearance

Run

Measured From

Degrees



Individual then Group 
Diagram how the degrees 

(º) for  
lines of latitude are 

determined.



30º

90º



DL Day #2



The images show a topographic map and a 
geographic information systems (GIS) 
representation of Mount Shasta in California. 
Which of the following statements best explains 
why these printed images are geometrically 
distorted representations of Earth’s surface? 
A) Some maps do not show the actual coloration 
of Earth’s surface and vegetation. 
B) GIS can only display two-dimensional layers. 
C) The planet’s gravitational poles are not 
located at the poles of Earth’s axis. 
D) The three dimensions of Earth’s surface are 
displayed on a two-dimensional page. 
E) Printed maps alter the sense of place that 
people can have about a location.





https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aoqT4W4FVNQWYUs480v1xcCHmbl8qLGA





Complete this assignment in Schoology to mark your answers. You 
have up to 3 tries to get as many correct answers as you can.



Why of Where...
Spatial Analysis



T H I N K I N G  G E O G R A P H I C A L LY

Where in the world was this 
picture taken?



B E R M U D A



Cultural Landscape Group Activity



Where in the world are the three photos?

Location Choices… 
French Riveria | Gatlinburg, TN | Tokyo, Japan



Tokyo, Japan



Gatlinburg, Tennessee USA



Cannes, France (French Riveria)



1

List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
____ ski resort (New Zealand) 
____ solar farm (Tennessee) 
____ Soviet Housing (Russia) 
____ Township (South Africa) 
____ tundra landscape (Alaska) 
____ wind farm (California) 
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List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
____ ski resort (New Zealand) 
____ solar farm (Tennessee) 
____ Soviet Housing (Russia) 
____ Township (South Africa) 
____ tundra landscape (Alaska) 
____ wind farm (California) 
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List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
____ ski resort (New Zealand) 
____ solar farm (Tennessee) 
____ Soviet Housing (Russia) 
____ Township (South Africa) 
____ tundra landscape (Alaska) 
____ wind farm (California) 
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List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
____ ski resort (New Zealand) 
____ solar farm (Tennessee) 
____ Soviet Housing (Russia) 
____ Township (South Africa) 
____ tundra landscape (Alaska) 
____ wind farm (California) 
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List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
____ ski resort (New Zealand) 
____ solar farm (Tennessee) 
____ Soviet Housing (Russia) 
____ Township (South Africa) 
____ tundra landscape (Alaska) 
____ wind farm (California) 
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List of Landscapes 
____ Bermuda Housing 
____ copper mine (Chile)  
____ deforestation (Brazil) 
____ desert village (Senegal) 
____ fertile river basin (Egypt) 
____ land survey system (Quebec) 
____ ghost town (Montserrat) 
____ greenhouses (Netherlands) 
____ hydroelectric dam (China) 
____ lava field (Iceland village) 
____ irrigated crops (California) 
____ lumber farming (Louisiana) 
____ mountaintop coal (W. Virginia) 
____ poultry farm (Arkansas) 
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