
Threshold and Range

• Threshold is the minimum 
market size (population) 
needed to support a central 
place function (service).

• Range is the maximum 
distance people are willing to 
travel to obtain a central 
place function (service).

• What types of services would 
have a small threshold and 
range? a large threshold and 
range?

EXAMPLE of Threshold and Range
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Walmart



From Loretto, TN where is the nearest...



Population 1,705







Loretto, Tennessee
Community Calendar
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a) Loretto City Limits



b) Google Map View of Loretto



c) Highway US 43 going through Loretto



d) Downtown Loretto



e) Downtown Loretto



f) Typical Homes in Loretto



Typical Middle Class Home



Loretto City Hall



Loretto City Hall



Introductory Example #1

Match each service with one of the six cities. There is 
one answer for each city.



LORETTO

Lawrenceburg

Florence Athens
Huntsville

Nashville

From Loretto, Tennessee where is 
the nearest...

1. Loweʼs Home Improvement Warehouse
2. NAPA Auto Parts Supplier
3. Greek Orthodox Church
4. Pizza Hut
5. Russell Stover Candies Store #384
6. Southeastern Conference University

One service above is found in each 
of the cities listed below.

City
2010 

Population
Miles from 
Loretto, TN

Loretto 1,714 0

Lawrenceburg 10,428 14

Florence, AL 39,319 26

Athens, AL 21,897 44

Huntsville, AL 180,105 77

Nashville 601,222 97
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ANSWERS

From Loretto, Tennessee where is the nearest...

1. Loweʼs Home Improvement Warehouse... Florence
2. NAPA Auto Parts Supplier... Loretto
3. Greek Orthodox Church... Huntsville
4. Pizza Hut... Lawrenceburg
5. Russell Stover Candies Store #384... Athens
6. Southeastern Conference University... Nashville
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Huntsville
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Athens

Lawrenceburg

Loretto

Why were these the correct answers?
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Stores

Impact of Interstate Highways



Introductory Example #2

Match each service with one of the six cities. There is 
one answer for each city.



Loretto

Lawrenceburg

Florence Athens
Huntsville

Nashville

From Loretto, Tennessee where is 
the nearest...

1. Apple Store ...Huntsville
2. Hampton Inn ...Athens
3. High School ...Loretto
4. Home Depot ...Florence
5. Taco Bell ...Lawrenceburg
6. Porsche Dealership ...Nashville

One service above is found in each of 
the cities listed below.

City
2010 

Population
Miles from 
Loretto, TN
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Lawrenceburg 10,428 14

Florence, AL 39,319 26

Athens, AL 21,897 44
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ANSWERS

From Loretto, Tennessee where is the nearest...

1. Apple Store... Huntsville
2. Hampton Inn... Athens
3. High School... Loretto
4. Home Depot... Florence
5. Taco Bell... Lawrenceburg
6. Porsche Dealership... Nashville
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Main Group Activity



From Loretto, TN where is 
the nearest...

1. Bank
2. Best Buy
3. Cancer Research Center
4. Fred’s Discount Store
5. Funeral Home
6. Grocery Store
7. Hospital
8. Hotel
9. Indoor Shopping Mall
10. International Airport
11. Korean Restaurant
12. McDonald’s
13. Mosque
14. Pro Football Game
15. Ruth’s Chris Restaurant
16. Sears
17. Sonic
18. Starbucks
19. Tractor & Supply Co
20. Walmart

Best Guess Answer Correct Answers

Loretto, TN Loretto, TN

Lawrenceburg, TN Lawrenceburg, TN

Florence, AL Florence, AL

Athens, AL Athens, AL

Huntsville, AL Huntsville, AL

Nashville, TN Nashville, TN

Cities Where Each 
Service is Located

2010 
Population

Miles from 
Loretto, TN

Number of 
Services Found 

in Each City

Loretto 1,714 0 5

Lawrenceburg 10,428 14 6

Florence, AL 39,319 26 2

Athens, AL 21,897 44 1

Huntsville, AL 180,105 77 4

Nashville 601,222 97 2

LORETTO

Lawrenceburg

Florence Athens
Huntsville

Nashville

Direction: Write in the Best Guess Answer column where each service nearest Loretto, Tennessee is found.             Name:________________________________________________

         Number of 
SERVICES found 

in each city.

3 1

5

3

6

2
#

List of Services
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Services
1. Bank- Loretto
2. Best Buy- Florence
3. Cancer Research Center- Nashville
4. Fred’s Discount Store- Loretto
5. Funeral Home- Loretto
6. Grocery Store- Loretto
7. Hospital- Lawrenceburg
8. Hotel- Lawrenceburg
9. Indoor Shopping Mall- Florence
10. International Airport- Huntsville
11. Korean Restaurant- Huntsville
12. McDonald’s- Lawrenceburg
13. Mosque- Huntsville
14. Pro Football Game- Nashville
15. Ruth’s Chris Restaurant- Huntsville
16. Sears- Lawrenceburg
17. Sonic- Loretto
18. Starbucks- Athens
19. Tractor & Supply Co- Lawrenceburg
20. Walmart- Lawrenceburg



ANSWERS
1. Bank- Loretto
2. Best Buy- Florence
3. Cancer Research Center- Nashville
4. Fred’s Discount Store- Loretto
5. Funeral Home- Loretto
6. Grocery Store- Loretto
7. Hospital- Lawrenceburg
8. Hotel- Lawrenceburg
9. Indoor Shopping Mall- Florence
10. International Airport- Huntsville
11. Korean Restaurant- Huntsville
12. McDonald’s- Lawrenceburg
13. Mosque- Huntsville
14. Pro Football Game- Nashville
15. Ruth’s Chris Restaurant- Huntsville
16. Sears- Lawrenceburg
17. Sonic- Loretto
18. Starbucks- Athens
19. Tractor & Supply Co- Lawrenceburg
20. Walmart- Lawrenceburg
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Assessment Activity



Loretto

Lawrenceburg

Florence Athens
Huntsville

Nashville

From Loretto, Tennessee where is 
the nearest...

1. Post Office
2. Semi-Professional Hockey Game
3. Jewish Temple / Synagogue
4. Kroger
5. Cracker Barrel
6. J. Jill Clothing Store
7. Restoration Hardware Furniture Store
8. Botanical Gardens
9. Krystal Restaurant
10. Ballet School

One service above is found in each of the cities 
listed below.

City
2010 

Population
Miles from Loretto, 

TN

Loretto 1,714 0

Lawrenceburg 10,428 14

Florence, AL 39,319 26

Athens, AL 21,897 44

Huntsville, AL 180,105 77

Nashville 601,222 97
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Nashville 601,222 97
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6. J. Jill Clothing Store
7. Restoration Hardware Furniture Store
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One service above is found in each of the cities 
listed below.

City
2010 

Population
Miles from Loretto, 

TN

Loretto 1,714 0

Lawrenceburg 10,428 14

Florence, AL 39,319 26

Athens, AL 21,897 44
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ANSWERS

From Loretto, Tennessee where is the nearest...

1. Post Office... Loretto
2. Semi-Professional Hockey Game... Huntsville
3. Jewish Temple / Synagogue... Florence
4. Kroger... Lawrenceburg 
5. Cracker Barrel... Florence
6. J. Jill Clothing Store... Huntsville
7. Restoration Hardware Furniture Store... Nashville
8. Botanical Gardens... Huntsville
9. Krystal Restaurant... Lawrenceburg
10. Ballet School... Huntsville



Nashville

Huntsville
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Athens

Lawrenceburg

Loretto

Why were these the correct answers?
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