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Current global trends
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Developed
Countries

To achieve a 50 percent global reduction in emissions rich
countries would need to cut theirs by 80 percent

Changing track
Halving emissions could
avoid dangerous climate
change
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Dangerous climate change

Heading for danger
Current trends point
to rapid warming




CO, emissions at
North American

levels

Earth’s
capacity

If every person generated as much CO, as the average North American emissions would be
nine times the sustainable level. Earth's capacity refers to a level of emissions consistent
with preventing dangerous climate change (14.5 Gt CO, to avoid a 2°C increase).

Nine planets wanted
Rich country emissions
exceed Earth's ecological
capacity
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Afghanistan
Angola
Bangladesh
Benin
Bhutan
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic
Chad
Comoros
DR Congo
Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gambia
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Haiti
Kiribati
Lao People's
Dem. Rep.
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi
Maldives
Mali
Mauritania
Mozambique
Myanmar
Nepal
Niger
Rwanda
Samoa
Sao Tome and
Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden

United Kingdom

EU

Canada

France

Germany

Italy

Japan

Russian Federation
United Kingdom
United States
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Italy

Japan

Korea, Rep. of
Luxembourg
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Slovakia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey

United Kingdom
United States

OECD

United Kingdom

Russian Federatio

United States

The global carbon
account

Developed countries
dominate CO, emissions
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2004 1990 Per capita CO, emissions

Rich responsibility
Developed countries
leave the biggest carbon
footprint
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Temperature relative to
preindustrial levels

0.0° 378ppm co,

Atmospheric CO,
concentration

1856 1930

Global warming
Rising temperatures track
greenhouse gas stocks
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21st century carbon budget

1,456 Gt CO,

An emissions threshold of 1,456 Gt CO, for the 21st century represents
the ceiling for avoiding dangerous climate change, defined as 2°C or more.
We are currently set to reach this level between 2032 and 2042.

Carbon budget
mismanagement
Future generations
face an ecological debt
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Climate change
is the defining human develop-
ment challenge of the 21st Century. Failure
to respond to that challenge will reverse interna-
tional efforts to reduce poverty. The poorest countries and
populations will suffer the earliest and most damaging setbacks,
even though they have contributed least to the problem. Looking to
the future, no country—however wealthy or powerful—will be immune to
the impact of climate change.
The Human Development Report 2007/2008: “Fighting climate change: Human

solidarity in a divided world” shows that climate change is not just a future sce-
nario. Increased exposure to droughts, floods and storms is already destroying
opportunities and reinforcing inequalities. Meanwhile, there is now overwhelming
scientific evidence that the world is moving towards the point at which irreversible
ecological catastrophe becomes unavoidable.

There is a window of opportunity for avoiding the most damaging climate change
impacts, but that window is closing: the world has less than a decade to change
course. The world lacks neither the financial resources nor the technological
capabilities to act. What is missing is a sense of urgency, human solidarity and

collective interest.
The report challenges all people to reflect on social justice and human
rights across countries and generations. It challenges political leaders
and people in rich nations to acknowledge their historic responsibil-
ity for the problem, and to initiate deep and early cuts in green-
house gas emissions. Above all, it challenges the entire
human community to undertake prompt and strong
collective action based on shared values
and a shared vision.

Human This poster, based on statistics from the Human Development Report 2007/2008,
Development is part of a series of eight. For more information on climate change, please visit
Report hdr.undp.org/oneplanet
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