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"  Must  tbe Armenians be once more dis i l lus ioned?
The Juture oJ this small nctt iotr must not be relegated to obscurity

bebind tbe sefisb scbemes and plans oJ tbe !reat states."
-Armiil lVeqner, an eyewitness to tbe Armenian Genocide

Qlt r", c
..\MHO REMEMBERS THE ARMENIANS?"

T  ,  ,  ^ /  t  r

Judgment,  lVIemory,  and Le!acres

THIS CH.{PTER EK{\II\;ES THE \\"1\'S \ARIOLJS INDI\;IDUALS.\ND GRT]UPS R.ESPC\DED I\ THE \\. i(E i]F THE
Armenian Genocide. During the w'ar. the All ies promised to holcl Turkish leaciers responsible lor their
crimes. After the rvar, hor,r 'ever, interuational efforts to prosecute perpetrators oI the genocide u.ere
aborted. In their place were a series of court martiais u,ithin Turker.. Bt' the time the Drosectit ions brgar
man!'o[ the top leaders of the Committee oI Union and Progress had alre;rdr f lccl .\ i t l icugh thc ir.r. l-
u 'ar  t r ia ls  d id not  fu l f i l l  the promise of  br inging the perpetrators of  thc gcnrrc ide to i t rsr ice.  the ev idcnce
collected offers some of the most itnportant documentation of the Armenian Genc,.cide.

A few months before the end o[ the \\brld \ ' \ 'ar I, at a tirne w'hen a civil ' ,r 'ar u'as raging in Ri,r-;siir.
Artnenian leaders in Russian Armenia [ormed their o*'n Republic. President \\bodrow \\ ' i lsons supporr
for the concept o[ national self-determination-the idea that groups should rule themse]ves in their ou'n

nation-encouraged the Armenians, and many other ethnic and national groups to seek support to cre-

ate their ow-n state. The Armenians rvould need support to help rebuild after the genocide. Ahhough the

Allies made promises, they did l itt le to protect the emerging Armenian Republic. Emporvered by' the lack

of commitment a Tirrkish nationalist named Mustafa Kemal led troops into the Republic o[ Annenia.
Desperate to save their remaining land, the leaders of the fledgling Armenian Republic rl 'ere iorcetl to
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tL t rn to Cotntnunist  Russi i r  {or  hc lp,  forgoing nat ional  indepcndcnce.  Unt i l  the break up of  the Soviet

Union in 199 l, Anne nia cxistcd as nrLlch in metnory and diaspora as it did in an1' one place on thc map.

Living scattcred acros-s thc globc Artnctri irns h;rve strugglecl to hold on to their identit; l  Part of that strug-

g l c i sane f fo r t [ o racknou ' l cdgcu rcn to [ t l . r cgenoc ide .  An in t c rna t i ona l  campa igno fgenoc idcden ia l , o f t en

sporrsorccl bv thc Turl<ish gtr, 'crnnrcnt, t i lrgcting polit iciar.rs. acaclernics, and cliplontats, has attemptcd to

turn u'hat u'i,rs a knorr n lact into sonrcthing tttrrccognizablc to the n'itnesses and sun'ivors oI thc genocide.

Despi tc  those ef for ts ,  the h is tor ; 'o I the, \n 'nenian Genocic le cont inues to in f luence intcrnat ional  l i r rv  and

human r ights pol ic i :  Raphacl  Lcnrk in.  a Pol ishJcu:  sau the connect ion between thc cr inres commit ted

ageinst  thc, { rmcrr ians arrd thc r isc of  thc Nirz is  in  Gerrnan; :  Lenrk in u 'as pro loundlr ' l rust rated by the

fa i lure o[  thc in ternat ional  cotnnruni ty ' to  hold leaders of  the \bung Turk r .novement  accountable a l ter

the rvar. He rvorked tirclessll '  to have 'crinres against hur.uanitr"' rccognizcd as a violation of interna-

tional lrrl l  Incleecl it rvas Lcnrkin n'ho coined the terur ' 'genocide"-a colrccpt that stands as one o[the

foundations o[ thc intcrnatior.ral n]ovcnrent for hurnan rights. Althotrgh larv and language have not been

able to prcvenI  genocic lc  on thei r  o\ \ 'n ,  thcv h in 'c  sct  a lcgal  and rnora l  s tanclard making thc protect ion

oI  c i t izcns :1 cL)nccrn of  not  j t rs t  one countr \ :  but  the ent i re u,or ld .
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Abraham and Shushan Hartwrian and their family, Genociile survivors Irom Marash, Cilician Armenia,
Ottoman Empire, pose in front of the camera on board the King Alexander, a Greeh sfrip out of Athens, before
stcpping itrto cr trew life on a New Yrrrh City piea November l, 1922.



Q*^$rn, ('- A MANDATE FOR ARMENIA?
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Bv November 1917 a revolut ion in

Russia brought do'"r 'n the czar and

replaced the monarchv rv i th  a

Bo lshev i k  s ta t c .  A t  t he  same t i r ne

re[ugees f rorn the genocic lc  poured

across the border from Turkef into

Russia.  On Nlar  28.  i918.  in  n-hat  had

been  Russ ian  . { rn ren ia .  s t r r v i v i ng

Armenians organized an independent

republ ic .  At  the sarne t i lne.  Annenians

as u 'e l l  as other  peoples and nat ions-

Arabs Kurds.  Bulgar ians.  Greeks,

Serbs,  and Zionis t  Jews-c la imed par ts

of  the t l t toman Empire.  Histor ian

Richard Hovannis ian descr ibes the

optimism that man)' Armenians leit as

the u,ar  came to an end.
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, _TL t  qNQ_C_rDE OF  THE ARMENIANS. l 49

Armenian deportees returning home to Marash from uile,
Marash, Cilician Armenia, Ottoman Empire, 1919.
Photo by E. Stanley Ken, meilical missionary.
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The sw'render o.f the Ottontan Empire and thc.l l ight of the YotutgTto'k leaders in October 1918

et'olectl t irrrrrhsgiring ancl hope cnlong the Arnret:. iarr sur.vivors. The prospect oJ compatrtots

rettming to the honreland t 'rom all over the tt,orlt l. some rct'uge':s ord sur.r ' i lcrs of t 'he gcnacidc,

and others longfirne e,ti lcs /r-onr thc dn,rs of Abdul-Hanid, excited imcginctions. Evert All ied

p(rlve r.rrds pledged to a separate dutononro!r,s or independent existence t 'or the Armenians in their

histttric lcnd-s. A sntall republic lr.:.d alrcat\ taken t'orm in thc Caucasus cnd now gradually

eryttutded cs thc Iur.kish arntics rvirhdrrrv from the area. Therc were, o.f co(rse, major obstacles

to its incorporatiorr cf hu'ft isft Artnenia bccarrsc tht population hadbeen mcrssacred or driven out

and tht Trrrl l ish drft1\' sti l l  controlled thc rcgiot't. In dravting up the Nludros Annistice , Brit ish

negotietors ltntl recluired Tur.kish evacuatiot"r o.f the Caucasus brrt gave up their init iql intent to

detnand also tl'te cleatance o/ ho hish Arnrcnia, although they reserved for the Allies the right to

occLtp\ en\ or all oJ the regiort itt case o_f disorclcr. an option they net,er exercised. l'lonetheless, to

tl'te Armenians and their \,mpatl'tizers, it seented that the crucifirion of the nation wouldbe t'ol-
lowed b1'  a ter i table r "sur . r 'sct ion. l l I

All ied leaders began to map out the future o[ the region at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919.

Attempting to organize the peace and mediate further confl ict was the newly formed League oI Nations.

Article 22 of the Covenant of the League o[ Nations provided mandatories or protectorates, through

rvhich larger countries promised to support the developing states.

;
' :

c

' E r

i b

? E
6 i .

6 !

"for"



o
o

o

]
2
I

=
o

I
t

l
i

q

3

*
-
o
i
;
\i

o

o:
-
I

o
O

!r01_F1tCl N_C H ! STof.)' AN D oU RS E LV[s

THE OTTOIVTAN EMPIRE MANDATES
A map clepictittg rnand.raes ahat wrl'e tt> bc cn:atecl front fonno Ottottratr Tenit<>t r- after the arl'l of \\brlil \Yar I.

The articlc reacl in uart:

Ccr tu in cor t t t t rur t i t ics. f i r r r r re i ' lv  bcf t r r r .q i r r . :  r r r  th t 'hr lh ish I r r rp i le  hrr re r l i rcht ' r l  ( t  s l ( l {c  ty ' r lc lc l rprr ror l

tvltcrc thcir erisfcttce (rs in(lcpcn(lalt l(rl i() l.s (a,r l)c l)r 'r)\ isiorrrrl lv rrctrgrri:r 'cl srrlr-,;cct ttr tht' rt 'rrr/cr.ing

oJ adminis t rat iv t 'ar l r icr ' t tnr l  r tss is t i t t tce ln  t t  t r fu i r rdrr lor l  ur r l i l  .s l tch l i , ) lc  r rs  lh t ' t '  t t r t 'qbk to s t r r t rc l

alLmc. Thc rvi.shc-s trf thcsc cttnurturtit ic.s rrust bt' tt printipul .ofl.si(l( 'r1rl i(),1 in lhc -sclcclirrn tr/ tf ie

Nlandcttorl'.

InJuly '  1919.  Prcs idcnt  Wi lson sent  Nla ior  Gcncral  Janres Harbord to invcst igate the st r l tus oIAnnenians

l iv ing in  the erncrg ing Ar tnenian Republ ic  and to considcr  l 'hethe r  the Uni ted States should accept  ar l

mandate o\rcr the territon: Both thc rcport and thc Lcagrre ol'Nations itsclfsct o[[a dcbate about the role

of the United States in foreign al'f ir irs. In his rcport Harbord l isted reasons for and agirinst taking on a

rnandate [or Armcnia. lncludccl hcre arc cNccrpts lronr his rcport:



REASONS FOR
As onc of  the chie f  contr ibutors
of  thc Leasuc of  Nat ions,  thc
nrorall; '  bourrd to accept the
responsibil i t ics oI a nrirnclirtorl '

Thc Near  Eas t  p rcsents  the  grea tcs t  huuran i ta r i -

.ur opportunitr of thc agc-a clut l  [or r.r 'hich thc

Un i ted  Sta tes  is  bc t te r  f i t tec l  than anv  o ther -as

rv i tncss  Cubr r ,  [ ' uer to  R ico ,  Ph i l ipp i t ' r cs .  [1au,a i i ,

P i rnanr l ,  anc l  our  a l t r t r i s t i c  po l i cv  o I  c levc lop ing

pcoples rath{rr than matcrial resources aloue.

T H E  C E N O C I D T  O F  T t I E  A R M E N I A N S . I 5 I

REASONS AGAINST
Thc Unitecl Stares has prior and ncarer loreign
obl ig i r t ions,  ancl  arnple responsi l t i l i t ics u ' i t l - r
clomcstic problems growing out o[ the rvar.

Hurni rn i tar iarr isnr  shoulc l  hegin at  homc.  Thcre rs
a sul l ic ie  nt  nunrbcr  o[  c l i f f icu l t  s i tuat ions rvhich
cal l  lor  or l r  act ions u, i th in the rvc l l - rccognizcd
sl rhe rcs of  Anrcr ican in f lucnce .

The Llnitcd Statcs has in no u'av contribtrtccl to
and is not responsiblc [or t l.re condirions, polit ical,
social, or cconontic, thiu prevail in this region. lt
rv i l l  be ent i re l ) 'c( )ns is tenr  to decl ine thc inv i tat ion.

Anrcr ican  ph i lan thropv  and char i tv  a re  rvor lc l
l v ic lc .  Sr ich  po l i c . , 'u 'ou lc l  cornn t i t  us  to  a  po l i cv  c - l
rncdd l i r rg  t  r  dn l rv  upon ( )u r  ph i lan throp l  to  thc
po in t  o I  e  xhar rs t io r - r .

Other prrrvers. part icularlv Great Bri tain. iucl
Russia, hirve shorvn conti lruecl i l r terest in thc r iel-
larc trf  , \nlenia... .Thc Lrnitccl Stats is not capable
ol '  st istaining ir  continLri tv of fbreign pol icr:  One
Ctlngrcss ci lnnoI biucl anothcr. Evcn trcaties clrr ] , .c
nu l l i [ ie t l  hv  t  u l I in r : ,  r r l |  .1P1t ro l .1 i11 i1 r11( , .

Onr  cor .u r i r r  u 'ou lc l  bc  pu t  to  q rca t  e . \ :pensc ,
invo lv ing  probah[ r '  i l n  inc rezrsc  o I  th t -  \ rm1 anr l
Navr : , . .  l t  i s  r l t rcs t ionr rb lc  i i  ra i l roac ls  cou lc l  [o r
lnan\ ' \ ' ears  par  in te rcs t  on  inves t rncn ts  in  the i r
le  ry ,  d i I f i cu l t  c ( )ns tn lc t ion .  The e f lo r t  and moncv
spent u'or"r ld get us morc tracle in nearer lands
than ue cor-r ld hope for in Russia aud Rumania.

to  the  fo rn la t ion

L ln i tcc l  S ta tcs  i s

obl igart ions and

PO\\'e r.

Amcr ica  is  l t rac t i ca l l l '
l e rv rn t  hopc  o I  a l l  thc

the un:rn inrous choicc ancl
pe oplcs in i  o l r 'cd.

. \nrcr ica is  a l rcadr  spcn( l ing nt i l l ions [ ( )  save
stirrving peoplc in Turket' ancl Transcaucasia ancl
coulc l  c lo th is  rv i th  rnuch rnore ef f ic ierrc f  i f  rn
control. Whocvcr bcct-nt-tcs a nrandatorl '  for these
regir)ns w'e shall be sti l l  expectccl to finance therr
re l ie f ,  i rnd u i l l  probabl l '  eventual l \ '  [urn ish thc
capi ta l  l r l r  nratcr ia l  dcvclopmcnt .

Arncrica is thc onh' hope of thc , ' \r tnenians. Thn'

considcr but r lrrc other ni l t ion. ( ircirt  Bri tain.. . .For ir

nrirrrclaton'Arrrcrica is l-rot onlv thc [ irst cl-roict olal l

thc peoplcs o[ thc Ncar [ :ast but o[ 'cach o[ thc grcat

po\\ crs, aftcr i lscl[ .  Amcrican pr.n cr is adcqlratc: i ts

rccorcl is clcan: i ts nrot ivcs above suspicit l t ' t .

Thc rnanchton '  u oulc l  bc sc l l -suppt) r t ing a[ tcr . . . .
f ivc vcars.  Thc bui ld ine of  r i r i l roacls  uoulc l  o [ ' f t r
opportuui t ics to ( )ur  ca i r i ta l  Thcre u 'o i t ld  bc
grcat trade advantargcs.

It n'ould definitell '  stop ftrrther tnassacres oI
Arme nians ani l  o thcr  Chr is t ians,  g ive just ice to
tl.re Turks, Kurds, Greeks. and other peoples.

Peace ar rc l  jus t i ce

unclcr an1' other ol '

u'oulcl be equall l '  assured
the great powers.

Continued on next page



152 .  FACINC HIsTORY AND OURSELVES

REASONS FOR
America has strong sentimental interests in the
region-our missions and colleges.

If the United States does not take responsibil i ty
in this region, it is l ikely that international jeal-

ousies r , l ' i l l  resul t  in  a cont inuance oI  the
unsoeakable misrule of the Turk.

"And the Lord said unto Cain, 'Where is Abel,
thv brother? 'And he said,  ' l  knolv not ;  am I  m; '
brothers keeper?"' Better mill ions for a mandate
than bil l ions for future wars.

REASONS AGAINST
These institutions have been respected even by
the Turks throughout the war and the massacres:
and sympathy and respect would be shown by
anv other mandatorv.

The peace conference has definitely informed the
Ti.rrkish government that it ma;'expect to go under
a mandate. It is not conceivable that the League of
Nations would permit further uncontrolled rule bt'
that thoroughll' discredited govemment.

The first duty of America is to its ou'n people and
its nearer neiqhbors. 122

The last point, which Harbord presented rvithout an opposing vierv read:

Hcre is a nrcn's job thtrt the rvorld .scr_r's can be better cl<tne by Anterica than by' any other. Amcrica can

aJford the r11oni'),, she hcs the rrrcn; no drrt.v to her o*'n peoplc v'ould a{fer; hcr traditional policv of

isolatiorr did not ltecp her t 'rom success.ful pctrticipation in tlv Great Whr: Shall it be saicl that our

corrnllv lcch.s the coLo'age to talte Ltp nc\,t ancl diffiait dutiesT

lVithorrf visit ing thc Necr Edst if is not possible t 'or an Americcrtt to rcalize rven faintly the respect,

J'cith, ontl aJt'tctiott rvith which our coLtntr), is rcgtrrtlcd throughttttt that r(:gton. \\'hetlrcr it is the

worlrl--*idt rtputatiotl rvhicJr rve enjol,for Jair dealing, a tribute perhaps to thc crusacling spirit

rvhich cctr t ' icd us irtto the Grcttt l lZtr, not wttinged v,ith hope tlvrt t lrc snnre spir'[{ m.dy tu'ge us into thd

soltrtion oJ grcat problcnts grorving out ol that conJlict, or whetl"Lcr clue to unsel.fish and imparticl rnis-

sirrndr'y' and e ducatictnal influcnce extrttd for a colttul1 it is thc onc faith rvhich is hcld alihc bl,

Chr.istirrn crnd fl luslirnJ , by' Jevt and Gentile , by prirrce and peasant in f he Necr East. It is te ry grat-

ifying to the pricle of Amcricans Jur Jronr htnne. But it brirrgs rvith it thc heav y* responsibiliry, of dccid-

ing great questiorls with a se riousness worthy oJ such Jaith. Bw'dens that might be asswned on the

appeal oJ such sentiment would hsve to be carried for not less than a generation under circumstances

so trying that we might easily Jo{eit the faith of the world. If we reJuse to ossume it, Jor no matter

what reasons satisfactory to ourselves, we shqll be considered by many millions of people as having

left unJinished the tash Jor which we entereL the waL and. as havingbetrayed their hopes.r)]

After consideration, the United States did not take on a mandare for Armenia.


